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"Language acquisition does not require extensive lye of conscious g/‘t./nnnulicul rules, and does
not require tedious drill. " Stephen Krashen

"equisition pequires meaningful interaction in //?c)
larget langyqge - natural communication - i{7 which
speakers are concerned not with the form of their
utlerances by with the messages they are conveying
and undersianding." Stephen Krashen

"The best methods are therefore those that supply
'crompl'ehensible input"in low anxiety situations.
containing messages that students really want to
hear. These methods do not force early production in
the second languagc, but allow students (o produce
when they are "read_;.:’, recognizing that improvement
comes from supplving communicative and
comprehensible input, and not from forcing and
correcting production.” Stephen Krashen

"In the real world, conversations with sympathetic
native speakers who are willing to help the acquirer
understand are very helpful." Stephen Krashen

Introduction

language acquisition and development. Much of his recent research has involved the study of non-English and bilingual
ianiguage acquisition. During the past 20 years, he has published well over 100 books and articles and has been invited tc
deliver over 300 lectures at universities throughout the United States and Canada.

Stephen Krashen (University of Southern California) is an expert in the field of linguistics. specializing in thzories of

This is a brief description of Krashen's widely known and well accepted theory of second language acquisition, which has
had a large impact in all areas of second language research and teaching since the 1980s.

(l)escription of Krashen's Theory of Second Language Acquisition

Krashen's theory of second language acquisition consists of five main hypotheses:

e the Acquisition-Learning hypothesis,
e the Monitor hypothesis, ’
o the Natural Order hypothesis,

o the Input hypothesis,

e and the Affective Filter hypothcsis.)

The Acquisition-Learning distinction is the most
fundamental of all the hypotheses in Krashen's
theory and the most widely known among linguists
and language practitioners.

According to Krashen there are two independent AS DUAS HIPOTESES MAIS IMPORTANTES DA
ystems of second language performance: 'the TEORIA DE KRASHEN, E SUA INTERRELAGAO
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acquired system' and 'the fearned ‘??Ibu"m '.1 he '
‘acquired system' or '#€ ""”".“".“ is the product of a
subconscious process very blmlli\l.‘ 10 thg process
children undergo when lhc.y acquire their lu':?l
language. It requires meaningful interaction in the
mr«.;cl Janguage - natural communication - in which
.sp&nl\crs are concentrated not in the form of their
gtterances, but in the communicative act.

The 'learned system' or 'learning' is the product of
formal instruction and it comprises a conscious
process which results in conscious knowledge
rabout' the language, for example knowledge ol
grammar rules. According 10 Krashen 'learning’ 1
less important than ‘acquisition'. (Veja o texto ao
Jado ¢ rambém outra pdgina em POrUgUes sobre
Acqguasition Learning).

/ . .
\:‘hc Monitor hypothesis explains the relationship
ctween acquisition and learning and defines the

influence of the latter on the former. The
monitoring function is the practical result of the
learned grammaryAccording to Krashen, the
acquisition systein is the utterance initiator, while
the learning system performs the role of the
'monitor' or the 'editor’. The 'monitor’ acts in a
planning. editing and correcting function when
three specific conditions are met: that is, the second
language learner has sufficient time at his/her
disposal, he/she focuses on form or thinks about
correctness, and he/she knows the rule.

It appears that the role of conscious learning is
somewhat limited in second language performance.
According to Krashen, the role of the monitor is -
or should be - minor, being used only to correct
deviations from 'normal' speech and to give speech
a more 'polished' appearance.

Krashen also suggests that there is individual
variation among language learners with regard to
'monitor’ use. He distinguishes those learners that
use the 'monitor’ all the time (over-users); those
learners who have not learned or who prefer not to
use their conscious knowledge (under-users): and
those learners that use the 'monitor' appropriately
(optimal users). An evaluation of the person's
psychological profile can help to determine to what
group they belong. Usually extroverts are under-
users, while introverts and perfectionists are over-
users. Lack of self-confidence is frequently related
{0 the over-use of the 'monitor’.

'I'he Natural Order hypothesis is based on research findings (Dulay & Burt,

rashen, 1987) which suggested that the acquisition of grammatical structures foll
For a given language, some grammatical structures tend to be acquired €2 rly
seemed to be independent of the learners' age, L1 background, conditions of exposurc and
n individual acquirers was not always 100% in the studies, there were gtatistically s

prcdiclablc,

Letwee
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A hipotese acqtl(sit/on-learning e a hipotese monitor representamn a
esséneia da teoria de Krashen.

De acordo com sua teoria, acquisition é responsavel pelo
entendimento e pela capacidade de comunicagéo criativa:
habilidades desenvolvidas subconscientemente. Isto ocorre através
da familiarizagao com a caracteristica fonética da lingua, sua
estruturacao de frases, seu vocabulario, tudo decorrente de
situagbes reais, bem como pela descoberta e assimilagéo de
diferencas culturais e pela aceitagdo e adaptagéo a nova cultura.

Learning depende de esforgo intelectual e procura produzir
conhecimento consciente a respeito da estrutura da lingua e de
suas Irmegularidades, e preconiza a memorizagéo de vocabulario
fora de situages reais. Este conhecimento atua na fungio de
monitoramento da fala. Entretanto, o efeito deste monitoramento
sobre a performance da pessoa, depende muito do perfil psicolégico
de cada um,

Veja aqui mais sobre os conceitos de acquisition e learning.

A hipotese monitor explica a relagao entre acquisition e learning ao
definir a influéncia deste ultimo sobre o primeiro. Os esforgos
espontaneos e criativos de comunicagéo, decorrentes de nossa
capacidade natural de assimilar linguas quando em contato com
elas, sdo policiados e disciplinados pelo conhecimento consciente
das regras gramaticais da lingua e de suas excegoes.

Os efeitos deste monitoramento sobre pessoas com diferentes
caracteristicas de personalidade seréo varios. Pessoas que tendem
3 introversao, & falta de autoconfianga, ou ao perfeccionismo,
pouco se beneficiarédo de um conhecimento da estrutura dalingua e
de suas irregularidades. Pelo contrario, no caso de linguas com alto
grau de irregularidade (como o inglés), poderao desenvolver um
bloqueio que compromete a espontaneidade devido a consciéncia
da alta probabilidade de cometerem erros.

Pessoas gue enden: & exiroversao, a falar muito, de forma
espontanea e impensada, também pouco se beneficiarao de
learning, uma vez que a fungéo de monitoramento é quase
inoperante, esta submetida a uma personalidade intempestiva que
se manifesta sem maior cautela. Os Unicos que se beneficiam de
learning, séo as pessoas mais normais e equilibradas, que sabem
aplicar a fung@o de monitoramento de forma moderada. Mesmo
assim, numa situagéo real de comunicagao, o monitoramento so

funcionara se ocorrerem 3 condigdes simultaneamente:

- Tempo suficiente: que a pessoa disponha de tempo suficiente
para avaliar as alternativas com base nas regras incidentes.

- Preocupagao com a forma: que a pessoa concentre atengéo nao
apenas no ato da comunicagao, no contelido da mensagem, mas

também e principalmente na forma.
- Conhecimento da regra: que a pessoa tenha conhecimento da

regra que se aplica ao caso.

1974: Fathman, 1975; Makino, 1980 cited in
ows a 'natural order' which is

while others late. This order
although the agreement
ignificant similarities that
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reinforced the existence of a Naturé €r of | .

natural order hypothesis is notat a language p:ogl;age aCquisitjop, Krashen however points out that the implication of the
he rejects grammatical s€94€NCing whep the goa] Igs la;n syllabus should be based on the order found in the studies. In fact

' fo Nguage acquisition. ' ’
rhe Input hypothes1S 1S Kraghep o

-sis is Krashen' 'S attempt tg expla: .
hypothesis 5 S explan Xplain how the |eg, .
concerned With 'valJiSi'[io ation of how Second lan samer acquires a second language. In other words, this

matural Order’ When he/ M not '}eaming'_ Accord; guage acquisition takes place. So, the Input hypothesis is only
competence )For o - She_receives second Jan :amg'_to th.l s hypothesis, the learner improves and progresses along the
‘CompreherZs Xample, if a learpey ; guage input’ that is one step beyond his/her current stage of linguistic

1 S [H] < ..
sible Input that belongs le?/te? ’?tigle' I', then acquisition takes place when he/she is exposed to

Competence.

[inally, the fifth h .
. ypothes : . i
&rlab]es' play a facp 1S, the Affective Filter hypothesis, embodies Krashen's view that a number of 'affective

litative, but nop.- i
confidence and anxiety Krésh non-causal, role in second ].anguage acquisition. These variables include: motivation, self-
: en claims that learners with high motivation, self-confidence, a good self-image, and a low

level of anxj
. Xliety are better equi :
debllitaﬁng anxiety can Clb_pped 'f01: SHEE=ss second language acquisition)Low motivation, low self-esteem, and
from being used for cOmbine to 'raise' the affective filter and form a 'menta block' that prevents comprehensible input
positive affect is Cquisition. In other words, when the filter is 'up' itimpedes language acquisition. On the other hand,
necessary, but not sufficient on its own, for acquisition to take place.

O CONSTRUTIVISMO NO ENSINO DE LiNGUAS

A teoria de Krashen fornece substrato ao Natural Approach e ao Communicative Approach, versoes
norte-americana e britanica, respectivamente, do construtivismo no ensino de linguas.

O construtivismo preconiza o desenvolvimento de habilidades e conhecimento como resultado de
acao, de interagado do ser inteligente corn seu ambiente. Portanto, o ambiente & fator determinante. No
caso de linguas estrangeiras, o ambiente apropriado é aquele que oferece convivio multicultural.

AMBIENTES MULTICULTURAIS DE CONVIVIO: Ambiente de convivio multiculural ou bicultural é
aquele composto de pessoas de diferentes nacionalidades e ciiituras, que proporciona o
desenvolvimento do conhecimento necessario e das habilidades basicas .iecessarias para que todos
possam se ccmuicar em qualquer situagao e nele se sintam a vontade. Quanto maior o grau de

afinidade entre seus integrantes, mais completa sera a assimilagao.

The Role of Grammar in Krashen's View '
O PAPEL DA GRAMATICA SEGUNDO KRASHEN

According to Krashen, the study of the structure

of the language can have general educational De acordo com Krashen, o estudo formal da estrutura de uma lingua

pode vir a oferecer certos beneficios, fazendo com que escolas

advantages and values. that hlgh SCh.OO]S and secundarias bem como cursos de nivel universitario (letras e linguistica)
colleges may want to include in their language tenham interesse em incluir o estudo da gramatica em seus programas
programs. It should be clear, however, that de linguas estrangeiras. Deve ficar claro, entretanto, que a formulagao

de regras e o estudo das irregularidades e das complexidades da
lingua, ndo constituem-se em ensino e aprendizado que(produzam
proficiéncia comunicativa, mas apenas "apreciagao” da lingua, ou,
simplesmente, linguistica.

examining irregularity, formulating rules and
teaching complex facts about the target language
is not language teaching, but rather is "language
appreciation” or linguistics.

A Unica situagao na qual o ensino da gramatica pode resultar em

The only instance in which the teaching of assimilagao e desenvolyimento da proficiéncia, ocorre se duas
grammar can result in language acquisition (and condigdes forem atzandidas:

proficiency) is when the students are interested »

in the subject and the target language is used as a e 0s alunos tém interesse no assunto gramatlca;'
medium of instruction. Very often, when this « alingua usada na sala de aula pelo professor é a
occurs, both teachers and students are convinced lingua estrangeira.

that the study of formal grammar is essential for

second language acquisition, and the teacher is Normalmente, quangg jsso 0O ambos, professor e alunos,

http://www.english.sk.com.br/sk-krash.htmi 01-02-11



Dt R b Bl

skillful enough to present exp&anatlons in the
target language so that the STUAeNts understang.
In other words, the teaChEr talk meets the
requirements for €omprehensiple j
rhaps with the students' por+in: fone
pe § participation the
classroom becomes an enyjy i
S aition. Also, ot ronment suitable for
a » the Tilter is low in regard to the
language of explanation, ag the students'
conscious e usu
efforts are usually on the subject

T 1S being talked
the medium. = about, and not

;?llgelsts S;J:;lscpé?n}t. In effect, both teacher§ and
tudent ving themselves. They believe
that it is the subject matter itself, the study of
grammar, that is responsible for the students'
progress, but in reality their progress is coming
from the medium and not the message. Any
..xubject matter that held their interest would do
Just as well.

acreditap, que o estudo formal da gramatica € essencial para a
asSiMilags, o o desenvolvimento da proficiéncia. Além disso, 0
prqfesscr & habil o suficiente para apresentar suas explicagdes
unic@mentg 5 jingua estrangeira, de maneira que os alunos entendam.
Na Verdade o que ocorre € que a linguagem usada pelo professor se
conﬂgura em perfeito comprehensible input e, com a natural
participagag g alunos devido ao seu interesse, acaba criando-se na
sala de aula ym, ambiente adequado para que que language acquisition
ocorra. Em paralelo a isso, o affective filter & baixo, uma vez que a
atencao dos ajynos se concentra no assunto em si, naquilo a respeito
de que se fala, e nso na forma da linguagem usada.

Essa questao ¢ muito sutil e curiosa. Na verdade, professores e alunos
podem estarilygindo-se a si proprios. Ambos acreditam ser o ,
conhecimento metalingiistico adquirido através do estudo da gramatica
responsavel pelo desenvolvimento da proficiéncia do aluno, quando na
realidade o desenvolvimento vem do exercicio comunicativo e nao do
conteldo da mensagem. Qualquer tema que venha a despertar o
interesse do aluno e cativa-lo, que seja apresentado dentro de seu nivel
de competéncia, produzira o mesmo resultado. E se além do interesse
intelectual, houver envolvimento no plano psicologico e afetivo, o
resultado seré surpreendente.
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